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  JANET O'CONNOR: 

00:34:07:00 Well, I was 21, almost 22.  And I just took it.  

And I had wor-- I was working as a secretary.  

So-- you know, I-- was relaxed and everything.  

I-- I loved it.  Oh, it was so interesting.  And 

all-- everybody I worked with-- were super.  

Worked with a lot of men.  Sailors.  They weren't 

officers.  They were sailors.  Just-- sailor, 

like myself. 

00:34:53:00 On radio, and I was sitting there reading or 

something.  And I kept hearing them say, "We need 

Waves, we need Marines, we need Army."  And I 

didn't wanna go into anything but the Navy, 

'cause my dad was in the first World War, my 

brother was going in the Navy in the Second World 

War. 
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00:35:12:00s So-- I sent a letter.  I got the address in New 

York City where I was to send it.  And I sent a 

letter, asked for an application.  And I got an 

application and filled it out.  And then they 

called me for-- to come and have a physical.  So 

my dad-- I didn't know how to get into New York.  

And my father drove me in.  And-- then I waited 

for my orders.  And I went in May 18th, 1943.  So 

I think I was the second contingent-- 

     

00:36:11:00 We didn't-- I can't remember-- we-- I don't think 

we did much but march.  And then I was sent to 

Oklahoma A&M for my yeoman training.  And I-- 

yeoman stands for being a secretary.  And I was a 

secretary.  I went to secretarial school in-- 

East Orange.  And-- you know, I was working as a 

secretary.  But I was there three months.  And-- 

there, we went-- really went to school, you know, 

to learn lots of things about the service, and so 

forth. 
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00:37:20:00 But, no.  And the-- the wave officers were 

terrific to us.  

 

00:37:36:00 So every shift, there were a couple of women 

officers.  The men officers came through, but, 

you know, they didn't have anything to really do 

with us.  And-- because I was in such a secret-- 

place, and worked in a secret place, we had 

things called burn bags.  And we had to-- when we 

got the-- Japanese-- teletype message-- 

  TANISIA MORRIS: 

00:38:07:00 Right. 

  JANET O'CONNOR: 

00:38:09:00 --there were six carbons.  And we pulled those 

carbons out, and they-- there were-- writing on 

them.  So we had to stick them in burn bags.  And 

at 4:00 every afternoon, big truck came with Navy 

officers with guns, so that nobody would do 

anything.  And we threw the-- the bags into the 

truck for them to take them someplace to burn 

them. 
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00:38:46:00 The men, the young sailors in our-- I guess they 

were my age, you know.  And they said, "We are 

going to have a party."  And they had white 

suits, you know, summer suits on.  Well, we had 

seersucker dresses.  And-- they took some of the 

carbon copies and rubbed them on you, you know, 

and we had a-- a great time.  'Cause the war was 

really over by that time.  But they did bomb-- 

first they bombed-- Hiroshima. 

   

00:39:21:00 And then-- Nagasaki. 

   

00:39:25:00 And then the war was over.  Nagasaki was-- August 

14th, and the war was over August 16th. 

 

00:39:39:00 Oh.  Now it's so different. 

 

00:39:41:00 That's why I can tell you everything I did. 

  JANET O'CONNOR: 

00:39:43:00 Yes.  But I couldn't, you know, for years.  But 

they don't have-- this kind of a chart anymore f-
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- you know, for decoding-- 

   

00:39:55:00 --and so forth.  It's entirely different.  I 

don't-- I really don't know what they do.  But 

they still have a communications. 

   

00:40:03:00 But not a big one.  That was a big one, because 

there were fellows out in the Pacific that-- I 

didn't replace anybody, but-- some-- some of the 

men replaced men.  Because they had been out in 

the Pacific, in communications, for about 46 

months. 

  TANISIA MORRIS: 

00:43:36:00 Pearl Harbor. 

  JANET O'CONNOR: 

00:43:38:00 Pearl Harbor.  Thank you.  And-- that was-- that 

was a real-- good war.  We had-- smart generals, 

smart admirals.  We had everything.  And I don't 

know what they're teaching them at West Point and 

Annapolis today.  But-- we seem to be getting new 

admirals and new generals every three months.  

But so I-- I just-- I'm scared to death.  I 



MEDIA ID:  JANET O CONNOR FOR TRANSCRIPTION.MOV Pg.6 

oconnor.doc 

really am.  But I probably won't see-- ever see 

the end of the war because of my age.  But I 

don't think it's gonna be very soon. 

00:44:19:00  (OVERTALK) 

  JANET O'CONNOR: 

00:44:19:00 They were going to start to pull them out, I 

think, just the other day.  But now I don't think 

they are.  So-- 

  * * *END OF AUDIO* * * 

  * * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 


