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February 1st 2014 

Dear Graduates, Undergraduates and Friends of the Lehman College Chemistry Department, 

We are pleased to invite you to the 34th Annual Arthur Sweeny, Jr. Lecture and Dinner, which will be held on 
April 25th 2014.  We are also happy that this year we are able to invite all undergraduate students who are 
majoring in Chemistry and Biochemistry, and hope that all of them will be able to attend.  

Since the last Sweeny Lecture much has happened in the Department of Chemistry and the College. Dr. 
Andrei Jitianu was promoted to Associate Professor as of August 28th 2013. He was serving as Deputy Chair 
of the Department until January 31st 2014. Dr. Manfred Philipp began serving as Deputy Chair of the 
Department on February 1st, 2014. We began a national search for a new chair of the department of Chemistry 
in the fall, 2013 semester. We hope to be able to announce the name of the new Chair at the time of the 
Sweeny Lecture. Mr. Habib Girgis was promoted to Senior College Laboratory Technician on August 28, 2013.  
Starting with the spring of 2013, all of our general Chemistry laboratory classes were moved to the New 
Science Hall. In addition, Professors Kurtzman and Mallikaratchy moved their research labs to the newly 
constructed and equipped Science Hall. At the college level we are still looking for a new Dean of the School of 
Natural and Social Sciences. Dr. Stefan Becker, continued to served for the second year as Acting Dean. 
Professor Robert Troy, member of our department and Associate Provost and Vice President for Enrollment 
Management, moved on to take a position as Vice President at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.  

This year’s festivities will follow the usual format and you will have an opportunity to renew old acquaintances 
and make new ones and to honor the faculty’s commitment to teaching and research – a commitment which 
was so well exemplified in the career of Arthur Sweeny, Jr.  

Our speaker this year is Dr. Martin Chalfie who is the William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Biological Sciences at 
Columbia University. In 2008 he received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry together with Osamu Shimomura and 
Roger Y. Tsien for the “discovery and development of the green fluorescent protein (GFP)”. 

Martin Chalfie was born on January 15, 1947 in Chicago, Illinois, and he is the oldest of three sons of Vivian 
and Eli Chalfie. He matriculated at Harvard University in 1965, intending to be a math major, but he switched to 
biochemistry because it combined his interests in chemistry, math, and biology.  

Here are some highlights of Dr. Chalfie’s career: 
 
2012 President-elect, Society for Developmental Biology 
2012 Golden Goose Award 
2011 Doctor of Science (hon.), Ilan National University, Taiwan 
2011 Doctor of Science (hon.), Niagara University 
2010 Distinguished Scientist Award, American Heart Association 
2009 Elected Member, Institute of Medicine 
2008 Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
2008 E. B. Wilson Medal, American Society for Cell Biology 
2007 Elected Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
2007-2010 Chair, Department of Biological Sciences, Columbia University 
2006 Lewis S. Rosenstiel Award for Distinguished Work in Basic Medical Science, Brandeis University 



2004 Elected Member, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC 
2003 Elected Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
1976 Ph.D., Harvard University 
 

His talk entitled "GFP: LIGHTING UP LIFE" will cover the story of the discovery of green fluorescent 
protein, and also show the importance of basic research on non-traditional organisms. 
 

Please fill out and return the enclosed response form in the envelope provided. On the form are places to 
indicate contributions to the Sweeny Lecture Fund and the Sweeny Scholarship Fund. Contributions to the 
Lecture Fund are used to pay the expenses associated with the annual lecture, including the honorarium for 
the speaker.  

Gifts to the Scholarship fund are used to provide scholarships to promising and high achieving students as 
they work toward their chemistry degree and, at graduation, to help them with their graduate or professional 
school expenses. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on the 25th of April.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Marc S. Lazarus 
 
Marc S. Lazarus 
(On behalf of the Department of Chemistry) 
 



The Lehman Community past and present is cordially 

invited to the 34th annual Arthur Sweeny, Jr. Lecture 

and Dinner. This event is in celebration of  the life of  

Prof. Sweeny and his service to the Chemistry depart-

ment, Lehman College and the community.  

Friday,  April 25th 2014 

4:15pm – Social gathering  
Music Building, Room 330 
 
5:15 pm – Lecture 
Music Building,  
Recital Hall - Room 306 
 
6:30pm – Reception & Dinner  
Music Building, Room 330 

To make reservations for the dinner  please contact:  

Mr. Sharif Elhakem (718-960-8347) 

34th Annual Arthur Sweeny Jr. 

Lecture and Dinner 

The speaker is  

 

Professor Martin Chalfie*  

 

”GFP: LIGHTING UP LIFE”  
 

*William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Biological 
Sciences at Columbia University 

 

Nobel Prize winner for Chemistry -2008 

Parking available in the North Lot - Student Lot 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Martin Chalfie  
 

William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Biological Sciences at  
Columbia University 

 
Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry -2008 

 
 

 GFP: Lighting Up Life 
 
 
 

The great American baseball player Yogi Berra once said, “You can observe a lot 

by watching.”  Unfortunately, before the early 1990s observations in the biological 

sciences were usually done on dead specimens that were specially prepared and 

permeabilized to allow entry of reagents to stain cell components.  These methods 

allowed a glimpse of what cells were doing, but they gave a necessarily static view of 

life, just snapshots in time.  GFP and other fluorescent proteins revolutionized the 

biological sciences because these proteins allowed scientists to look at the inner 

workings of living cells.  GFP can be used to tell where genes are turned on, where 

proteins are located within tissues, and how cell activities change over time.  Once a 

cell can be seen, it can be studied and manipulated.  The story of the discovery and 

development of GFP also provides a very nice example of how scientific progress is 

often made:  through accidental discoveries, the willingness to ignore previous 

assumptions and take chances, and the combined efforts of many people. The story of 

GFP also shows the importance of basic research on non-traditional organisms. 

 

Time: 5:15 PM Place: Recital Hall, Rm. 330, Music Building

WHEN: FRIDAY, APRIL 25TH, 2014 

© A J

Arthur Sweeny Jr. Lecture 
April 2014 

For more information, please contact 
Dr. Andrei Jitianu 718-960-6770 or Dr. Marc S. Lazarus  718-960-8843



PROFILE OF PROFESSOR ARTHUR SWEENY, JR. 

  

 Arthur Sweeny retired in 1974 after 44 years of teaching and research.  Professor 
 Sweeny established the first pre-medical office at the College.  He was also the 
first Grand Marshal for the Academic Procession.  Upon meeting Arthur Sweeny, one 
would recognize a gentleman in every sense.  He was a man who loved and respected 
teaching, his profession, and above all, his students. 

 For almost twenty-five years Arthur Sweeny directed the Undergraduate Cancer 
Research Program at the College. Affiliations developed with the Sloan-Kettering 
Research Institute, as well as with the New York University College of Medicine.  These 
two institutions served as the testing laboratories for the potential anti-tumor agents 
developed and synthesized in Professor Sweeny's laboratory.  Numerous publications 
resulted from the research project.  Financial support for this program came from sources 
within as well as outside the University.  The highlight of the Program, however, may 
well have been the undergraduate chemistry majors who participated.  These students are 
legion, and today include teachers, physicians and chemists at all degree levels.  These 
people are, to this day, close and loyal to the memory of Professor Sweeny, the 
Department and the College. 

 The Sweeny Lecture serves many purposes.  First and foremost, it pays tribute to 
an outstanding teacher, friend and colleague who gave so much, so willingly to his 
students and to science.  The lecture is also a forum for exposure to and discussion of 
current topics in chemistry and related fields.  Many former students and friends return 
each year to celebrate this event and ensure that we never forget this man who deserves 
our honor and recognition. 
 

Photo courtesy of Jeff Gilbert, MD. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SWEENY MEMORIAL DINNER RESERVATION 
 
 
Please reserve ____________________places at the Dinner following the Sweeny Memorial Lecture.  
 
I enclose a check for $30 for each person.   
 
A check in the amount of ____as a donation to the Sweeny Lecture Fund is enclosed. 
 
 
Names of attendees are:  ________________________________ 
 
                 ________________________________ 
 
 
   ______ I will attend only the lecture. Lecture begin 5:15pm 

 (Lecture is Open to the Public – Free) 
 
   ______ I will attend the lecture and dinner  
   ______ I will not attend, but keep me on the mailing list. 
 
I am also including an additional contribution to the Sweeny Scholarship Fund in the amount of: 

`           $________________ 
 
   

Please send this to:    
Mr. Sharif Elhakem 

 Department of Chemistry 
 Lehman College/CUNY 

250 Bedford Park Blvd., West 
 Bronx, NY  10468 

718-960-8347 
 

If you send this after April 1st 2014, please call 718-960-8347 to confirm your dinner reservation.  
 
We appreciate your support! 
 
(Note:  The annual Arthur Sweeny, Jr. Lecture and accompanying events are supported solely by the 
contributions of the graduates, friends, faculty and staff of Lehman College.  Your contribution is tax 
deductible to the fullest extent of the law.) 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Peter B. Sweeny 

Please reply by April 1st, 2014 
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