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What languages do they speak? 

Were they born in the US or abroad? 

What was their previous schooling 

experience like? 

 If they are new to the country, under what 

circumstances did they arrive to the 

country? 

What was their educational history? 



5 Levels of Language Progressions 
Entering 

 
Emerging 

 
Transitioning 

 
Expanding 

 
Commanding  



Newcomers 
 May not understand basic instructions 

 May not know what to do during work periods 

 May not understand the culture of 
schooling/classroom 

 

  Intermediate  
 May not know to explain negotiate with others or 

explain feelings 

 May not have the language to remain at task for 
extended periods of time. 



The emotional – reduce anxiety for 

students 

Consistency in routines, rules and 

schedule  

Mental energy can be spent in learning 

rather than figuring out what is 

happening at each time of the day 



School means different things in different 

cultures  

 

Therefore, it’s important to be explicit of 

what is expected during each time of the 

day 

 

Example:  group work 



Does the school/your classroom reflect 

the culture of the students? 

 

 In what ways are the cultures of students 

present in the school building? 

 

 



“When you start your reading (pretend 

read), there are two things that I want you 

to do.  First (holding up one finger) I want 

you to get your independent reading 

baggies quietly (place finger over lips and 

model getting the baggie).  Second 

(holding up two fingers) I want you to pick 

one book start reading it at your seat 

(model picking a book and reading it).   





How visual is your classroom? 

 



Do you provide language supports for 

students? 

 

What critical language do you provide 

your students with? 





How are consequences communicated to 

students prior to any transgressions? 

 

What supports are used in 

communicating consequences to 

students? 



Area/Time What you already have 

in place? 

What else would 

support bilingual 

students? 

Classroom library  

 

Readers’  Workshop  

 

Writers’ Workshop  

 

Math  

 


