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GEH 101 — An Introduction to Geography 

Spring 2020 
Instructor: Stefanos Milkidis 

Class Meets: Friday, 12:00PM–2:40PM  
Room: Gillet 311 

Email: stefanos.milkidis@lehman.cuny.edu 
 

 
Course Description  
This course is designed as a survey of Geography. The textbook and lectures are organized as a 
brief overview of each theme within the larger Geography discipline. Many of the subjects are 
thinly related and the textbook contains a wealth of information. For these reasons, it is advisable 
to attend the lectures and listen attentively, so the professor can emphasize the sections of the 
material that students will be expected to know for the exams. 
 

Course Objectives 
After completing this course, students will be able to: 
1. Identify the basic themes within the discipline of geography; 
2. Interpret maps/charts and become familiar with the tools that are used to create them; 
3. Explain plate tectonics and how it shapes the natural environment; 
4. Have a basic understanding of weather processes and the global distribution of climates; 
5. Understand climate change and its many causes; 
6. Explain the distribution of people throughout the globe; 
7. Examine the causes of urbanization and how cities are impacted by these factors; and 
8. Understand the driving forces of globalization and basic economics. 

Required Text 
 Dahlman, Carl, and William Renwick. Introduction to 

Geography: People, Places & Environment. 6th Edition 
(Pearson, 2014) 
ISBN-9780321843333  
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GRADING – COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Students are graded on a cumulative point system, with a letter grade equivalent for a given range 
of points.  
Grading Assignments                                                    Maximum Points                 Weight in %  

Homework Assignments                                                                            20                                  20 
Midterm Exam                                                                                                    30                                     30 
Final Exam                                                                                                           30                                     30 
Attendance/Participation                                                                              20                                   20  

TOTAL POINTS                                                                                          100                                100              

Grade Scale 
 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 

>93 >90 >87 >83 >80 >77 >73 >70 >67 >63 >60 <60 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS                                                                                20 points/20% 
 In addition to whatever notes you take while you read, you will also complete a series of 

homework assignments. These assignments will ask you to answer only one of the questions 
listed at the end of each chapter. This should be between 200 to 250 words for each 
reading/chapter assignment. (I will provide more detailed homework instructions on 
Blackboard).  

 I encourage you to complete these homeworks as you complete the reading assignments. 
However, rather than collecting homeworks after every class, you will submit on Blackboard 
a homework portfolio at the end of the semester, as specified in the course schedule. I will 
give you full credit for this grading component if you have provided a substantial amount of 
thoughtful responses for every reading assignment. 

 These assignments must be turned in through blackboard by the time and date are due. I will 
not accept documents sent to my e-mail account or in print.  

 If you submit one day later, it will receive a 10% deduction. This 10% deduction will grow 
by an additional 10% each day it is late (every actual 24-hour day from the time it is due). For 
example, if a project is due on Sunday at 11.59pm, but you do not turn it in until before 
Wednesday, the highest score you will receive is 80%. 
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MIDTERM & FINAL EXAMS                     ___                                    __         60 Points/60% 
 There will be two 30-point exams given during midterms and finals in the semester, each 

weighing 30% of the final grade. Each exam will cover half of the course, respectively. 
 Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and short essay questions, covering specific 

material that was discussed in class.  
 Exam dates are on the course calendar, following an in-class review of the tested material.  
 Rescheduling of exams will not be permitted. Under special circumstances, unexcused 

rescheduling of exams may be accepted at the instructor’s discretion.  
 If there is a medical reason for the scheduling conflict, you must supply documentation. 
 Students that do not take the final exam will receive an automatic “F” for a grade in the 

course. 

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION                  ___                                             20 Points/20% 

 Attendance is mandatory and will comprise twenty percent of your overall grade. If you do 
not sign the attendance sheet, you did not attend.  

 You are allowed one unexcused absence before it begins to affect this part of your grade.  
 Each absence after the first one will take off 7 points of the final grade.  
 Lateness will also count against this grade: students that arrive more than 10 minutes late 

(grace period), or leave before class ends, they will have 2 points off of their final grade. 
These points may indeed make a big difference between letter grades in the final grade 
calculation.  

 Students with four or more absences will receive a failing grade.   
 

GROUND RULES 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 SILENCE phones before entering the classroom.  
 Please do not use any kind of electronic equipment during instructional time. This 

includes cell phones, video/audio recording devices, laptops, iPods, etc. 
 Use of your phone during class time may result in a deduction from your participation grade 

equal to a day’s absence. 
 
SOCIAL CONDUCT 
 All students are expected to comport themselves in a business-like manner. This means 

you should be respectful of the instructor and your classmates and remain open to opposing 
perspectives. Critique and analyze, but do not condemn and judge. We are all different and 
we are all learning from each other!  

 No eating, drinking (except for water) or sleeping in the classroom.  
 Students who fail to adhere to the above or display disrespectful conduct will be required 

to leave the classroom and will receive an absence for that day. If misdemeanor persists on 
a regular basis, a student responsible for such actions will receive a full drop of one letter 
in their calculated final grade and/or reported to the Student Conduct and Academic 
Integrity Office. 
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BLACKBOARD 
 Students must have access to blackboard and should become familiar with how to access 

its content. Blackboard is an online course system in which course material, such as 
PowerPoints, study guides, and grades will be posted. It is the student’s responsibility to 
check it regularly. 

EMAILS 
 Students should check their Lehman or any other registered email account on a regular 

basis.   
 Please use my Lehman email address if you have questions regarding the course, or to 

inform me of an upcoming absence. In the unlikely event that you do not receive a response 
from me, please send a follow-up email.  

 For all online interaction, professionalism, academic integrity, netiquette, and all course 
policies and procedures are in effect.  

 The term “netiquette” is used to refer to etiquette over the internet, including online chats, 
discussion forums, emails, etc. The most important netiquette rules summarize below: 
 Indicate the subject of your email, address the instructor properly, and sign when you 

end your email.  
 Be careful and considerate when wording your message. Choose words that best 

express your intended purpose and are appropriate for this form of communication. 
 Avoid slang and uncommon abbreviations. Do not use obscene language; be respectful. 
 Avoid using all capital letters in your text. This can come off as ‘SHOUTING’ in an 

online environment. Use proper English, grammar and remember to spell check. 
 

ACADEMIC ADJUSTMENTS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students. 
Students with disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are encouraged to register 
with the Office of Student Disability Services. For more information, please contact the Office of 
Student Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, Tel #: 718-960-8441. 
 
POLICY ON PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, 
cheating, plagiarizing (including “cutting and pasting” or paraphrasing information from the 
internet without proper citation), fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic 
dishonesty by others, submitting work of another person or papers written for other courses, or 
tampering with the academic work of other students. Students may be asked to submit their notes 
and references to prove that their work is their own. Violators will be reported to the head of the 
Department and to the Dean of Student Affairs. For further clarification, please read CUNY's 
policy on academic integrity at the following website: 
https://lehman.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2017-2019/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Services-
and-Policies/Academic-Integrity 

 

https://lehman.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2017-2019/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Services-and-Policies/Academic-Integrity
https://lehman.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2017-2019/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Services-and-Policies/Academic-Integrity
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SEMESTER CALENDAR 

Week Date Topic To prepare for class: In-class focus: 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
1/31 

Intro to the 
course.  
 

Questions to think about: 
 Why study geography? 
 Location 
 Place 
 Human/Environment 

Interaction  
 Movement  
 Regions 

 Determine your role in the 
course 

 Policies 
 Syllabus 
 Personal introductions 

 

2 

 
 
2/7 

Chapter 1 
Introduction to 
Geography 

 Read chapter 1. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 

 Contemporary Geography 
 Mapping Earth 
 Geographic Information 

Technology 

3 

 
 
 
2/14 

Chapter 2 
Weather, 
Climate & 
Climate 
Change 
 

 Read chapter 2. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 
 

 Energy and Weather 
 Precipitation 
 Circulation Patterns 
 Climate 
 Earth’s Climate Regions 
 Climate Change 

 

 
4 

 
 
 
2/21 

Chapter 3 
Landforms 
 

 Read chapter 3. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 
 
 

 Plate Tectonics 
 Slopes and Streams 
 Ice, Wind, and Waves 
 The Dynamic Earth 

  
 

5 

 
 
 
 
2/28 

Chapter 4 
Biosphere 

 
 Read chapter 4. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 Biochemical Cycles 
 Carbon, Oxygen, and 

Nutrient Flows in the 
Biosphere 

 Soil 
 Ecosystems 
 Biomes: Global Patterns in 

the Biosphere 
 

6 

 
 
3/6 

Chapter 5 
Earth’s 
Resources and 
Environmental 
Protection 

 Read chapter 5. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 

 What is Natural Resource? 
 Geologic and Energy 

Resources 
 Air and Water Resources 
 Forests 
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7 

 
 
 
 
 
3/13 
 

Chapter 6 
Population and 
Migration 
 
 
 
 
 

 Read chapter 6. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 The Distribution and Density 
of Human Settlement  

 World Population Dynamics 
 Other Significant 

Demographic Patterns 
 Migration 
 Migration in Context 

Review for 
Midterm 
EXAM 

 

 Go through Study Guide. 
 Read Chapters 1-6. 

 

Repetitio mater studiorum est.  
Repetition is the mother of all 
learning. 
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MIDTERM 
EXAM 

Prepare for Exam:  
 Use Study Guide. 
 Revise Chapters 1-6. 

Exam starts at 12.00pm. 
Students hand in tests when they 
finish and wait for the lecture.  

Chapter 7 
Cultural 
Geography 

 

 Read chapter 7. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 

 How Cultures Change 
 Identity and Behavioral 

Geography 
 Culture Regions 
 Trade and Cultural 

Diffusion  
 Media and Culture 

 

9 

 
 
 
3/27 

Chapter 8 
Languages and 
Religions  
 

 Read chapter 8. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 Defining Languages and 
Language Regions 

 The Importance of 
Language Today 

 The Origins and Diffusion 
of the World’s Major 
Religions 

 Religion’s Wider Impact  
 

10 
 
4/3 

 
NO CLASS – Homework activity to be announced. 

11 
 
4/10 

 
NO CLASS – SPRING RECESS 

 
12 

 
 
 
4/17 

Chapter 9 
Food and 
Agriculture  
 

 Read chapter 9. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 Feeding a Growing 
Population 

 Agriculture Systems 
 Livestock Around the 

World 
 Aquatic Food Supplies 
 Hunger and Food Security 

 



7 
 

13 

 
 
 
4/24 

Chapter 10 
Cities and 
Urbanization 
 

 Read chapter 10. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 Urban Functions 
 The Locations of Cities 
 World Urbanization 
 The Internal Geography of 

Cities 
 Cities and Suburbs in the 

United States 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
5/1 

Chapter 11 
A World of 
States 
 

 Read chapter 11. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 The Development of the 
Nation-State Idea 

 The Geography of Modern 
States 

 Centripetal and Centrifugal 
Forces 

 Relations Among States 
 Electoral Geography 

 

 
 
15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5/8 

Chapter 12 
Economy and 
Development 

 Read chapter 12. 
 Prepare homework 

assignment. 
 

 Analyzing and Comparing 
Countries’ Economies 

 The Geography of 
Manufacturing 

 National Economic Policies 
 National Trade Policies 

 
Review for 

Final EXAM 
 

 Go through Study Guide. 
 Read Chapters 7-12. 

 

Repetitio mater studiorum est.  
Repetition is the mother of all 
learning. 
 

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS PACK DUE: Please submit on Blackboard by 
11:59pm. 
 

16 

 
5/15 

FINAL 
EXAM 

Prepare for Exam:  
 Use Study Guide. 
 Revise Chapters 7-12. 

Exam starts at 12.00pm. 
Students hand in tests when they 
finish and may leave. 
 

 
Nota Bene: Should the need arise, I reserve the right to make changes in the schedule, the 
curriculum, grading procedure, or other as specified in this syllabus.  In this event, you will be 
notified prior to making any such changes. 
Professor Milkidis 
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