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GEH 101: Introduction to Geography 
Lehman College, CUNY 

Department of Environmental, Geographic, and Geological Sciences 
 
 

Course Information: 
 

Instructor:  Jose L. Pillich 
Office:   Gillet Hall, Room 325  
Office Hours:  TBD 
Email:   Pillich@gmail.com  
 
Class Credits:  3.0 
Class Meets:  Wednesday 
Sec. 01:  11:00am to 1:40pm 
Sec. XW81: 6:00pm to 8:40pm 
Location:  Gillet Hall, Room 311  
 
Required Textbook:  
Introduction to Geography. 5th Edition Dahlman, Renwick, and Bergman, 2011, Prentice Hall. 

 Available at the Lehman College bookstore or… 
 Purchase new (www.amazon.com) for $114.02  
 The book will be on reserve in the library but it is recommended that you buy the book because your 

mid-term and finals will be a take-home exam. 
 Other options exist for acquiring the book at a lower price such as renting from Amazon for $48.75 or                  
`   searching for the text in local bookstores    

Introduction and Overview: 
 

What is Geography? 
 
Geography can be described as a study of the world in which we inhabit.  
 
The main themes of the science are built environments, earth’s landscapes, peoples, human-environment 
actions, migration and places which are all subjects that will be explored in this class. And if your interests 
are broad ranging, Geography’s provides an interdisciplinary framework that connects to a number of other 
fields.  The beauty of Geography is that it is a study bridges social sciences and natural sciences providing a 
deeper understanding of an issue specific to location.  Within this science, there are endless ways to explore a 
number of issues such geology, political geography, economic geography and cultural geography.  
 
Why study Geography? 
 
Geography allows a person to understand how to investigate, explore and describe the world; it is a tool for 
understanding different complexities that occur in human life. The ability to understand these topics will 
empower a person to think more critically about their environments. An understanding of these two topics 
and how they interact, especially in an urban environment like New York City, will allow you to become a 
better informed person about a number of issues and allowing you to make better informed decisions. 
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How should you study? 
 
The organization of the course will follow the textbook.  Therefore, each week we will cover one chapter of 
the book. There might be a need to cover two chapters in a week due to unpredictable circumstances or for 
other logistical concerns. Notes should be taken in class.  At the same time, every lecture will have a 
powerpoint presentation and will be distributed to students which is perhaps the best way to conduct your 
note taking. It is important to learn basic concepts but as crucial is to understand how to apply these 
principles.  Examinations will not only test your knowledge of the concept but how it could be applied in the 
real world. Everyone should come to class ready to discuss the material by providing current events 
examples or simply everyday experiences on how they relate to the material.  
 
Class Environment 
 
Everyone learns in a different manner. Some of us are visual learners while other people are better at 
obtaining knowledge by reading books. In light of such different styles, the class structure for teaching the 
material will be a wide of assortment of techniques such as lectures, power point presentations, videos, group 
projects and individual work. 
 
Objectives: 
 

At the end of this course, you should be able to understand: 

1. Identify the basic themes within geography  
2. Read, interpret and understand the tools (Geographic Information Systems) that are used to create maps 
3. Describe the major theories of physical geography and how they apply to shaping the natural 

environment: plate tectonics, basic weather processes and distribution of climates 
4. Explain population and migration patterns across the globe focusing on general patterns 
5. Understand how culture molds human diversity and the impacts of religion on society across the globe 
6. Identify what are Earth’s resources and sustainability  
7. Examine the underlying factors of urbanization and how are cities shaped by these factors 
8. Explain the forces such as how climate has been changed by humans and the impacts upon society 
9. Understand the main food supplies for the past 200 years 
10. Understand countries’ economies and analyze measures of growth(Gross Domestic Product)  
 
Assessment: 

 

- Attendance and Class Participation (10 percent of your grade) 
   Attendance and class participation will compose 10 percent of your overall grade.  It is important for you to   
participate which entails answering and asking questions or discussing topics in a group environment to 
receive the highest grade possible.  In addition, each student will be responsible for learning 2 – 3 word for 
the next chapter that they can explain to the class when questioned. If students do not come prepared, they 
can be penalized but the primary purpose is that each class is more interactive in nature.  
Each student can miss one class. If you exceed, this amount please provide a doctor’s note or discuss the 
matter with the instructor.  If you do not provide a doctor’s note or speak to the professor about any future 
absences, then your grade will decline based on the number of the times you missed.  Please contact me in the 
beginning of the semester if you plan to be late due to an issue.  
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- Quizzes (20 percent of your grade) 
During the semester, quizzes will be given in the semester.  Each student will have the opportunity to drop 
one of the quizzes.  Each quiz will be announced one week before and will be created from the assigned 
reading material.  The structure of the quiz will be multiple choice, true/false and fill in the blank questions.  
After the quiz, the answers will be reviewed in the class. At the same time, a quiz might also mean that you 
have to write a small one page essay or find certain information for the class.  
  

- Midterm and Final Exam (70 percent of your grade) 
The Midterm Exam is a take-home examination. Exams will consist of multiple-choice, true/false, essays and 
fill in the blank.  Each exam will be from material taken from lectures, presentation materials, discussions and 
the text.  For the midterm and final, the exam will not be cumulative in nature.   
As for the material that will be on each of the exam, a basic understanding of the definition is not sufficient to 
do well.  Essentially, every student should critically understand the concept because a few questions will 
force the student to apply the knowledge to successfully answer certain sections of the exam.   
 
The Final Exam will not be a take home exam. The material covered in this exam will not cover the entire 
semester but only the last seven chapters of the book.   
 
Although, the midterm exam are take-home in nature that does not imply that the test could be taken with 

another person.  The purpose of the exam is to test your ability not someone else’s and taking the latter 
approach is construed as cheating on an exam. 

 
Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

Attendance/Participation 10% - Sign-in sheet will be passed around & collected after 20 minutes                                                                        
Quizzes    20% - Lowest quiz will be dropped. 
Midterm Exam   30% - Take-Home 
Final Exam*   40% - In class exam similar to the take-home test  
 
 
Logistics:  Dropbox and Blackboard will be utilized to facilitate the class.  Students are expected to use the 
platforms because the supplementary materials for the class will be posted on the site.  Please remember that 
that the Dropbox folder is a shared space and the documents can be easily deleted. 

 
Policies: 
 

- If you have any special needs, please contact me in the beginning of the semester, I will work with any 
student to try to meet their needs within my capability. 
 

-Intolerance, uncivil behavior and inappropriate comments will not be allowed. Students should feel free to 
speak openly about any issues but it should be done in a respectful manner, lively discussion is always 
appreciated. 
 

- Plagiarism is a major academic offense and will not be tolerated in the course.  Plagiarism is copying the 
work of another person without giving proper credit for the source of the material.  All rules in regards to this 
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issue stated in Lehman College student handbook will be observed and plagiarism is further defined in this 
area.  
 
- Please silence all mobiles and other electronic devices.  In addition, the use of your mobile for texting during 
class will not be allowed.  If you are caught using these devices during class, the instructor will cordially ask 
you to leave the classroom. 
 

- Students that do not take the final exam will receive an automatic “F” for a grade in the course.  If there are 
scheduling issues, please notify the instructor beforehand to find a better time for the examination. 
 

- In addition, if you have a problem with the course such as understanding the material or have another 
matter to discuss, please contact me via email or during office hours.  Course Schedule*: 
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*Schedule, readings, and exam dates are subject to change. 
* I reserve the right to change certain aspects of the syllabus during the semester to accommodate for different needs.   
* Please feel free to contact me about any particulars about the class.  I am available to meet from 2pm to 530pm on 
Wednesdays.  Beforehand, please schedule an appointment with me to discuss any matter. I also tend to respond 
quickly to email and most issues can be clarified through this manner. 

Week Topic Reading  
DUE* 

1 Handout Syllabus/  
Student  

Introductions/  
Introduction to  

Geography 

------------- 

2-3 Lecture 1b – Ch 1-2:  
Introduction to  

Geography 

Chapter 

 1 & 2 
  :  

 
 

4 Lecture 3 – Ch 3:  
Landforms 

Chapter 3 

6 Lecture 4 – Ch 4:  
Biogeochemical  
Cycles and the  

Biosphere 

Chapter 4 

7 Lecture 5a – Ch 5:  
Population and  

Migration - Part 1  
Population 

Chapter 5 

8 Lecture 5b – Ch 5:  
Population and  

Migration - Part II  
Migration 

Chapter 5 

Lecture 6 – Ch 6:  
Cultural Geography 

Midterm will be  
provided(emailed)  

to students 
Lecture 7 – Ch 7: The  

Geography of  
Languages and  

Religions 
Midterm will be  
handed in class 

11 Lecture 8 – Ch 8: The  
Human Food Supply 

Chapter 8 

12 Lecture 9 – Ch 9:  
Earth’s Resources  
and Environmental  

Protection 

Chapter 9 

13 Lecture 10  - Ch 10:  
Cities and  

Urbanization 

Chapters  
10 

22-Nov NO CLASS *Thanks  
Giving 

14 Lecture 11-12  -  
World of States &  

Paths to Economic  
Growth 

Chapters  
11 and 12 

11 Lecture 13 – Ch 13:  
Global Challenges  
f 

Extra Class 

Chapter  
13 

Final  
Exam  

 
 

9 Chapter 6 

10 Chapter 7 


