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GEH 101 Introduction to Geography                                                                                                                      Fall 2014 

GEH 101: Introduction to Geography 
Lehman College, CUNY 

Department of Earth, Environmental, and Geospatial Sciences 
Fall 2014 

 
Instructor:  Marlene Nava Ramos 
Email:   marlene.n.ramos@gmail.com    
Office Hours:  By Appointment in Gillet Hall, Room 325 
Class Meets:  Monday, 6:00pm to 8:40pm in Gillet Hall, Room 324  
 

Course Overview: 
Geography is a multidisciplinary field that bridges the natural (physical) and social sciences in order to 
gain a deeper understanding of the world we inhabit. This survey course will explore the main ideas and 
concepts in geography, including landforms, climate, food systems, cultures, urbanization and economics. 
While you will be expected to understand the basics of each of the topics we cover, the overarching 
emphasis will be placed on understanding the relationships between them. As such, you will be expected 
to develop strong critical thinking skills and grasp major topics such as food insecurity, conventional 
agroecology, and climate change. 
 

Course Objectives: 
 

At the end of this course, you should be able to understand: 

1. To gain greater understanding of the scholarly studies of physical, cultural, political, economic and 
urban geography.   

2. To engage critically with the material and formulate your personal ideas using the research and 
concepts covered in course readings, lectures, and discussions. 

3. To develop a practice of expressing your ideas in writing, class discussions and class presentations.  

 
Required Textbook:  
Introduction to Geography: People, Places, & Environment. 6th Edition Dahlman, Renwick, and 
Bergman, 2014, Pearson. ISBN 0321843339 
 
Evaluation: 

Attendance and Class Participation (10%) 
You are expected to come to class on time and have completed the required reading and any additional 
assignments. You are responsible for understanding key concepts in reading assignments, asking 
questions when necessary, and engaging in class discussions. You are responsible for contacting me in 
advance for missing class, being tardy, or leaving early from class.  

Weekly Reflections (20%) 
Weekly reflections are intended to help you review and digest the information you read. You will be given 
a topic question every week to help guide your reflection. Weekly reflections are one-page long (use 
double spacing and one-inch margins) and are due during class on Mondays (bring a hard copy to class).  

Quizzes (15%) 
There will be a total of 3 short quizzes given in class throughout the semester. Quizzes may be a 
combination of multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, and open-ended questions.  

Exams (45%) 
There will be three exams throughout the semester. The first two exams are in-class and include open-
ended and short-essay questions. The third exam is take-home, due December 22, and includes an in-
class group presentation with your peers on the last day of class, Monday, December 15. Extensions will 
not be granted. 
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Policies: 

- Maintain open communication with instructor in regards to class absences, tardiness, emergencies, 
and missing any assignments or exams. Accommodations can be made in special circumstances.  

- Please use “GEH 101” in subject line for all email correspondences with instructor.  
- The classroom is a safe place to express ideas openly and respectfully. Students who are 

disrespectful towards fellow students or the instructor will be asked to leave the classroom.  
- Please silence all mobile and electronic devices. Texting, answering calls, and surfing the internet are 

prohibited. Students who are disruptive may be asked to leave the classroom.  
- Plagiarism is a major academic offense.  Plagiarism is copying the work of another person without 

giving proper credit for the source of the material.  All rules in regards to this issue stated in Lehman 
College student handbook will be observed and plagiarism is further defined in this area.  

Class Schedule: 

September 8: Introduction to Geography (Ch1) 

o No Weekly reflection 

Part I: Environment and Resources 

September 15: Landforms (Ch3) 

September 22: Biosphere (Ch4) 

September 29: Weather, Climate, and Climate Change (Ch2) 

o Quizz 

October 6: Earth’s Resources and Environmental Protection (Ch5) 

October 13: *** No Classes *** 

Part II: People and Cultures 

October 20: Cultural Geography (Ch7) 

o Exam I, in class from 6:00pm to 7:20pm 
o No weekly reflection due 

October 27: Languages and Religions (Ch8) 

November 3: Population and Migration Geography (Ch6) 

o Quizz 

November 10: Food and Agriculture (Ch9) 

Part III: Development of Modern Society 

November 17: The Development of the Nation-State Idea 

o Exam 2, in class from 6:00pm to 7:20pm 
o No weekly reflection due 

November 24: Industrialization and Urbanization 

December 1: Development and Globalization 

o Quizz 

December 8:  Globalization (cont.) 

December 15: Final Presentations 

December 22: Exam Week 

o Exam 3, take-home, due Monday, December 22 at 5:00pm (electronic submission).  


