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GEH 101: Introduction to Geography 
Lehman College, CUNY 

Department of Earth, Environmental, and Geospatial Sciences 
 
 

Fall 2016 
Thursday, 11:00 am to 1:40 pm 
Gillet Hall, Room 311 
 
Instructor:  Benjamin Rubin 
Email:   brubin@gradcenter.cuny.edu    
Office Hours:  Thursday 1:45 – 2:45 and by appointment.  
  
 
Course Overview: 
 
Geography literally means “writing about the earth”; and is the study of all of the different spaces 
and places that can be found on the planet. It is a wide ranging multidisciplinary field that uses 
methods and theories from both the physical and social sciences to study why the world that we 
inhabit looks the way that it does.  
 
The thesis of this course is simple: all activities that people engage in shape and structure the spaces 
we inhabit and create new ones; and the spaces that we inhabit in turn shape and structure people’s 
lives. We will discuss topics such as: gentrification & urban planning, agricultural production, 
resource extraction, economics and globalization, climate change, and environmental quality. Each 
of these is an example of how humans alter and create spaces (plantations, cities, waste sites, etc.), 
and the impact that these spaces have on people.   
 
This survey course will explore the main ideas and concepts in geography. While you will be 
expected to understand the basics of each of the topics we cover, the overarching emphasis will be 
placed on understanding the relationships between them, in support of the thesis for the course. As 
such, you will be expected to develop strong critical thinking skills, basic skills in reading different 
kinds of materials (textbook, news articles, academic articles), and to be able to write coherently 
about them all.  
 
 
Required Readings:  

Primary readings will be from our textbook:  
Introduction to Geography. 6th Edition Dahlman and Renwick, 2013, Prentice Hall.  
 
All additional required readings are available on Blackboard. You are responsible for downloading, 
printing, and bringing hard copies of all required readings for that week to class discussion.  
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Evaluation: 

Attendance and Class Participation (10%) 
You are expected to come to class on time and have completed the required readings and 
assignments. You are responsible for understanding key concepts in reading assignments, asking 
questions when necessary, and engaging in class discussions/activities. You must contact me in advance 
for missing class, being tardy, or leaving early from class.  
 
Weekly Reading Response (20%) 
Each week you will write a short essay –a single page, double spaced – which attempts to connect the 
reading for the week with the overall thesis for the course. Your prompt is always the same: how is 
[the topic for the week] shaped or created by human activity, and how are people’s lives shaped by 
[the topic for the week]? They will be graded with a check plus, check, check minus; however they 
will be evaluated by the same criteria as your answers on open ended quiz and exam questions. 
These essays are a place to practice short arguments, and if you consistently receive negative 
feedback, you are strongly encouraged to see me in office hours to discuss how to improve.  
  
Quizzes (20%) 
Quizzes will be a combination of multiple choice and open answer questions. They are not scheduled 
on this version of the syllabus. They will be scheduled as the semester goes on: you will always have 
at least one week’s notice before a quiz, and potentially more. I will drop the lowest quiz grade, and 
there will be no makeup quizzes. 
 
Midterm Exam (25%) 
Final Exam (25%) 
There will be two in-class exams; both will be a combination of multiple choice and open-ended 
questions The final will be cumulative, although there will be a greater emphasis on material not 
covered on the midterm. Make-up exams will only be granted if approved by the instructor prior to 
exam date. 
 
 
 
 
Policies: 

• Maintain open communication with me ahead of time if you need to miss class. Accommodations 
can be made in special circumstances.  

• The classroom is a safe place to express ideas openly and respectfully. Students who are 
disrespectful towards fellow students or the instructor will be asked to leave the classroom.  

• Please silence all mobile and electronic devices. Texting, answering calls, and surfing the internet 
are prohibited. Students who are disruptive may be asked to leave the classroom.  

• Plagiarism is a major academic offense.  Plagiarism is copying the work of another person 
without giving proper credit for the source of the material.  All rules in regards to this issue 
stated in Lehman College student handbook will be observed and plagiarism is further defined in 
this area.  

 
 
Note on the schedule of readings:  
This is an intentionally incomplete syllabus. This is my first time teaching this class, and my first 
time teaching at Lehman. I know the material, but I don’t know you: as the course progresses, and as 
we discuss the textbook, I will select readings at an appropriate level (challenging but manageable), 
while also taking the into account what you want and need to learn in choosing case studies within 
the broader topics.  
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Class Schedule: 
 
August 25: An Introduction to Geography  
What is geography?  
 
 
PART I: PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY  
 
September 1: Climate 
Dahlman Chapter 3: Weather, Climate & Climate Change 
 
 
September 8: Climate Continued 
Case Study: Carbon Credits 
Dahlman Chapter 4: Biosphere 
 
 
September 15: Human Management of the Environment 
Dahlman Chapter 5: Earth’s Resource’s and Environmental Protection 
Additional Reading TBA - Blackboard 
 
 
September 22: Resource Extraction 
Case Study (Fracking? Oil extraction?) 
Readings TBA – on Blackboard 
 
 
September 29: Environmental Health / Bodily Health 
Case Study: Pesticide Use  
Readings TBA – on Blackboard 
 
 
October 6: Monday Schedule – NO CLASS 
Review Session to be scheduled for this week 
 
 
October 13: MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 
PART II: HUMAN GEOGRAPHIES 
 
October 20: Borders & Migration 
Dahlman Chapter 6: “Population and Migration” 
Additional Reading TBA – on Blackboard 
 
 
October 27: Urban Geographies (Race and Making the American City) 
Case Study: [Policing OR Gentrification] 
Readings TBA – on Blackboard 
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November 3: Urban Geographies 2 (Urban & Rural Spaces) 
Case Study & Readings TBA – on Blackboards 
 
 
November 10: Economic Geographies (The Spatial Fix)  
Case Study: Infrastructure Spending 
 
 
November 17: Geographies of Globalization  
Case Study: Global Shipping 
 
November 24: THANKSGIVING – NO CLASS 
 
December 1: Topic Determined By Class Interest 
 
December 8: Review 
  
Final Exam - TBA 
 
 


