
GEH 101: Introduction to Geography 
Lehman College, CUNY 

Department of Earth, Environmental, and Geospatial Sciences 
 
 

Fall 2017 
Thursday, 11:00 am to 1:40 pm 
Gillet Hall, Room 311 
 
Instructor: Zaira Simone 
Email: zsimone@gradcenter.cuny.edu  
Office Hours:  (directly after class) and by appointment.  

 
 
Course Overview: 
Geography encourages us to consider the physical, political and social dimensions of space.             
Geography also asks us to reflect on the places we live, as well as to consider how forms of                   
vulnerability are produced through the construction of spaces and the ways in which our              
conceptions impact how we navigate through our environments. Such themes are fundamental to             
the field of geography which is a multidisciplinary science. 
 
In this survey course students will be introduced to geographical theory and methods. For each 
week we will explore foundational concepts such as globalization, the Anthropocene and spatial 
stratification. In addition to this, students will learn how to utilize critical thinking skills to 
presenting an argument.  
 
Required Readings:  

 Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 5th edition. The textbook is available at 
the campus bookstore and can be purchased through Amazon for $40.00 or rented for $15.00. 
Additional readings are assigned to introduce students to contemporary geographical works. 
These readings will be posted on Blackboard.  

 
 
Course Evaluation and Assignments: 

Weekly Reading Response (20%) 
For each class students will submit a two-paragraph response to the assigned readings of the 
week. The reading response should outline the main concepts addressed in each reading. Reading 
responses are due every Tuesday at 4pm and should be posted on Blackboard.  
 
Midterm and Final Exam (50%) 
Students will be given two open-book written in class exams. The midterm and final exam will 
consist of both multiple choice and open-ended questions. Make-up exams will only be granted 
to those with an excusable absence. 
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Class Participation (10%) 
Students are expected to complete all assignments and come to class prepared to discuss weekly 
readings.  
 
Course policies: 
Attendance: Students are required to attend each class. Any absence or lateness must be 
reported to the instructor in advance. Absence or lateness will not be excused  
unless if it’s a documented emergency. If an absence or lateness is due to other personal 
circumstances, please notify the instructor.  
 
Academic dishonesty:  
Statement may be found in student handbook. For more information refer to 
http://www.lehman.cuny.edu/student-affairs/documents/student-handbook-02.pdf.  

 

Accommodating Disabilities: 

Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students. 
Students with disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are encouraged to register 
with the Office of Student Disability Services. For more information, please contact the Office of 
Student Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, phone number, 718-960-8441.  

 
  

Class Schedule 
 
August 31st: What is Geography? 
Chapter 1 of Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 
 
 
September 7th: Weather and Climate/Landforms: 
Chapters 2, 3 of Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 
 
 
 
September 14th: Population and Migration:  
Chapter 5 of Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 
T. Basu, The Fading Memory of South Asia's Partition 

 
 
September 19th: Cultural Geography 
Chapter 6 of Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 
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October 5th: Archipelago: Theorizing Islands 
E. Stratford, Envisioning the Archipelago,     
J. Schapiro, Island People: The Caribbean and the World, The Return to El Dorado: Trinidad 
 
 
October 12th: Consumption and Land 
Chapter 8 of Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 
T. Lang, How Brexit threatens Britain’s food security, 
http://theconversation.com/how-brexit-threatens-britains-food-security-61716 
 
 
October 19th: Midterm Exam 
 
 
October 26th: Anthropocene- 
C. Hamilton, C. Bonneuil, F. Gemenne, Thinking the Anthropocene 
Barry, M. Maslin, The politics of the anthropocene: a dialogue 
 
November 2nd: Urbanization- 
Chapter 10 of Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Climate 
F. Engels, The Great Towns 
Documentary: And This is Free 
 
November 9th: Cities of the South- 
A. Dirlik, Global South: Predicament and Promise 
A. Simone,  People as Infrastructure: Intersecting Fragments in Johannesburg 
 
November 16th: Borders and the Nation-State- 
B. Anderson, Imagined Communities 
G. Andalzua, Borderlands 
 
November 30th: Vulnerability and the Environment- 
Les   Misérables   of   New   Orleans:   Trap   Economics   and   the   Asset   Stripping   Blues,   Part   1  
On plantations, prisons, and a black sense of place  
Film: When The Levees Broke 

 
 

December 7th: Final Exam 
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