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GEO 4500 Topics in Earth Science 
Spring 2020 Syllabus – Research Project 

Advanced study in selected Earth science topics or field problems. 2 hours, 2 credits.  
 

Instructor 
Prof. Heather Sloan Office Hours: W 5:00-6:00 pm, or by appointment 

Office Location: Gillet Hall 307B 
Telephone: 718-960-8008, Internet: heather.sloan@lehman.cuny.edu 

 
Prerequisites 

Departmental permission. 
 

Place of course in BA and Certificate in Earth Science Programs 
This course partially fulfills the requirements for the BA and Certificate in Earth Science. 
 

Academic Objectives 
Students successfully completing the course will: 

• Demonstrate an advanced understanding of the selected topic or field problem. 
• Effectively retrieve information from the professional literature  
• Frame questions that form the foundation of an investigation 
• Pursue a scientific investigation either through analysis of published data and literature review 

or acquisition and analysis of field data. 
• Effectively communicate scientific findings in the form of a presentation, paper or  field report 

  
Course Requirements and Grading 

Your grade will be based on your mastery of research and your final paper or poster presentation.  We 
will meet to develop a scheduled at the beginning of the semester. 
 
You will find instruction on choosing a research topic and writing a paper or preparing a poster 
presentation on Blackboard.  Please read and follow them carefully.  Papers should be on an Earth 
science topic that interests you and should be 6-10 pages long.  Posters must meet specification of the 
presentation forum. I strongly recommend that you read the grading rubric carefully so that you know 
what criteria and performance levels will be applied during grading 
 
 

Academic Integrity 
It is your responsibility to read and understand the Academic Integrity Policy that can be found in full in 
the Undergraduate Bulletin.  Violations of the Academic Integrity Policy will not be tolerated.  Violations 
typically take the form of cheating or plagiarism.  Plagiarism is typically the primary concern in this 
course.  Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s ideas, research, or writing as your own.  At 
the very least violations of academic integrity will result in a grade of F or no credit for the assignment or 
exam in question and may result in more serious consequences.  Be sure to put ideas you find in your 
research in your own words and use a citation. 
 


