
The Department of Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences at Lehman College of 
the City University of New York is proud to announce a short course entitled: 
 

Building the Brain for Reading & Writing: The 
Power of Speech-to-Print, Connectionist Model 

Structured Literacy Instruction 
 

Presented by Jan Wasowicz, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
 

 
 

This course is offered for 0.60 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area) 
 

Time: 8:30 AM – 4:00PM          Place: Lovinger Theatre 
  Friday, April 27, 2018   Lehman College    Speech & Theatre Building 
                            250 Bedford Park Boulevard West 

Bronx, NY 10468-1589 
Course Description 
This full-day session explores the what, why, and how of structured literacy instruction that uses a speech-to-
print, connectionist model approach. You will advance your understanding of current research and current best 
practices and leave with activities that you can immediately use with your students to improve their reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening skills.  
 
You’ll learn exactly what speech-to-print instruction is and what it’s not. You’ll increase your understanding of 
spelling and word-level reading as language-based skills that draw upon a repertoire of knowledge, skills, and 
processes – phonological awareness, orthographic knowledge and pattern awareness, vocabulary knowledge 
and semantic awareness, morphological awareness and knowledge, and long-term storage and retrieval of 
orthographic representations of words – in a dynamic and functionally-integrated manner. Armed with this 
understanding, you’ll compare tenets of current best practices with those of traditional methods of teaching and 
identify the advantages of using a speech-to-print, connectionist model for teaching written language.  
 
To go deeper, you’ll explore why a speech-to-print, connectionist model for teaching literacy is effective. You’ll 
become familiar with clinical and neuroimaging studies, examine key differences in brain activity during reading 
in normal vs. impaired readers, discuss changes in brain development with pre-literate students who engage in 
handwriting vs. tracing or keyboarding, and become familiar with the process of orthographic statistical 
sampling. With this knowledge, you’ll understand why a speech-to-print, connectionist model approach is 
effective for developing decoding, reading fluency, reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling, and writing 
skills and you’ll better understand why an individual student struggles and how to match your intervention to 
that student’s needs. You also will gain insights into why some popular teaching practices, like encouraging 
students to guess an unfamiliar word when reading, interfere with the development of the reading and writing 
brain. 
 



Through demonstrations, group activities, and hands-on practice, you’ll advance your clinical skills and gain 
confidence with how to deliver effective speech-to-print, connectionist model, structured literacy instruction. 
You’ll hone your knowledge and skill in the core areas of word study that must be explicitly taught to your 
students, discover ways to layer speech-to-print, multi-linguistic instruction into your existing curriculum and 
current speech/language therapy goals, and leave with specific methods and activities that you can 
immediately use with your students.   
 
Outline/Timed Agenda 
7:45 – 8:30                 Registration and Breakfast 
        
8:30 – 8:45                 Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 
8:45 – 10:15 Become familiar with the components of structured literacy instruction; Understand the 

paradigm shift in education, from traditional print-to-speech, developmental stage model 
methods to contemporary speech-to-print, connectionist model methods for improving 
students’ reading and writing; Understand the importance of teaching meta-linguistic 
strategies that allow your students to transfer and apply their word study knowledge and 
skill to reading and writing across the curriculum. 

 
10:15 – 10:30             Break 
 
10:30 – 12:00 Become familiar with linguistic components of word study. Understand how phonological 

awareness, orthographic knowledge and pattern awareness, vocabulary knowledge and 
knowledge of semantic relationships, morphological knowledge, and robust lexical 
storage and retrieval of words in long-term memory are critical for effective reading and 
spelling; Become familiar with current research on reading and spelling development 
and instructional methods; Learn how multi-linguistic methods of word study establish 
“functional connectivity” among the left-hemisphere language centers and develop 
efficient neural pathways for accurate and fluent decoding and spelling. 

 
12:00 – 1:00               Lunch 
 
1:00 – 2:30 Learn from demonstrations, group activities, and hands-on, role-playing experiences 

with various word study activities that implement speech-to-print, multi-linguistic, and 
meta-linguistic methods of instruction. Discuss how to incorporate speech-to-print, 
connectionist model activities within existing curricula and speech/language IEP goals. 

 
2:30 – 2:45                 Break 
 
2:45 – 3:45 (Continued) Learn from demonstrations, group activities, and hands-on, role-playing 

experiences with various word study activities that implement speech-to-print, multi-
linguistic, and meta-linguistic methods of instruction. Discuss how to incorporate speech-
to-print, connectionist model activities within existing curricula and speech/language IEP 
goals. 

 
3:45 – 4:00 General discussion and Q&A 
 
4:00                            Adjourn 
 

Outcomes  
Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to: 

1. Identify fundamental principles of speech-to-print, connectionist models of structured literacy instruction 

and contrast these with print-to-speech, developmental stage models. 

2. Explain and cite examples of current behavioral and brain-imaging research that support speech-to-

print, connectionist models of structured literacy instruction. 



3. Demonstrate examples of multi-linguistic, speech-to-print word study methods and activities; 

demonstrate examples of meta-linguistic word study methods and activities.  

Who Should Attend 
Professionals in speech-language pathology or a related field (teachers, special educators, educational 
specialists, psychologists, etc.), and graduate students. 
 
Speaker Biography 
Dr. Jan Wasowicz, PhD, CCC-SLP has more than 30 years of experience as a language, literacy, and learning 
specialist. She has worked with students who have language-based reading, writing, and spelling problems in 
a variety of educational settings, including public schools and private practice. Dr. Wasowicz is frequently 
invited to speak about best practices in literacy assessment and instruction at national, state, and local 
meetings and has taught numerous undergraduate and graduate courses, holding faculty positions at 
Northwestern University, Elmhurst College, Rush–Presbyterian–St. Luke’s Medical Center, and Governors 
State University. She has authored articles appearing in scholarly journals, is the inventor of the original 
Earobics® software, and is co-author of SPELL-2TM and SPELL-Links to Reading & WritingTM. Dr. Wasowicz is 
an ASHA-certified and IL-licensed speech-language pathologist and she holds a professional educator license 
with multiple endorsements from the State Teacher Certification Board of Illinois. 
 
Disclosure Statements 
Financial – Dr. Wasowicz receives royalties as author of the SPELL-2 and SPELL-Links to Reading & Writing 
products. She is the owner of Learning By Design, Inc., publisher of SPELL-2 and SPELL-Links to Reading & 
Writing. Dr. Wasowicz often receives honorariums for presenting nationally and internationally and she will 
receive an honorarium for this workshop. 
Non-financial – None. 
 

Regular registration: Attendance including CEUs: $165.00 
                                     Group Rate (6 or more participants) for CEUs: $150.00/person 
** Special Student Rate- $60.00- must mail copy of current student ID with proof of registration 
for current Semester.     
Lehman Alumni: $90.00 
 

For registration prior to March 20, 2018    $150.00 
 

Name ________________________        Employment Affiliation __________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone __________________         Business Phone _____________________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________________ 

 
Checks should be made payable to:  Lehman College SLHS Continuing Education 
 

Mail to:               Christine Rota-Donahue, PhD  
                                                                 Continuing Education Administrator 

                                                                                    SLHS Department – Speech & Theatre Room 229B  

Lehman College, CUNY 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard West 
Bronx, NY 10468-1589 
christine.rota-donahue@lehman.cuny.edu 
 

 
How to get there: http://www.lehman.edu/about/maps-and-directions.php 

 

mailto:christine.rota-donahue@lehman.cuny.edu

