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Masa and PCHP

 Masa partners with Mexican and Latino children, youth, and 
families in the South Bronx to develop strong learners and 
leaders who fully participate in and contribute to the larger 
community. We envision a community that is civically 
engaged, empowered, and educated.

 The Parent-Child Home Program’s (PCHP) nationwide 
network of program sites provides low-income families with 
the necessary skills and tools to ensure their children achieve 
their greatest potential in school and in life. The National 
Center assists underserved communities in replicating and 
expanding PCHP’s proven school readiness program that 
builds early parent-child verbal interaction and learning at 
home. Together we are strengthening families and 
communities, and preparing the workforce of the future.



Why target the Mexican Mott Haven 

Community?

 The Mexican community is one of the fastest 

growing communities in New York City.

 Approximately 41% of Mexican youth in New York 

City have not graduated from and are not in high 

school – the highest dropout rate of any ethnic 

group in the city.

 49% of children in the South Bronx live in poverty. 

 Just one of every ten third-graders reads at grade-

level.



Overview of people served

 97% of parents served are foreign-born

 86% Mexican (37% Guerrero; 35% Puebla; 8.1% DF; 
6.5% Oaxaca; 13% other); 5.2% Dominican, 2.6 U.S.-born; 
3.8% Ecuadorian/Guatemalan; 2.7% other

 17% have a 2nd grade education or less in their country of 
origin and 41% have a 6th grade education or less

 Language:
 70% Spanish-speaking (primary parent’s language)

 29% indigenous (Mixteco, Nahuatle, and Tlapaneco)

 1% - English/other

 Income - 70% make less than 25K a year

 Average household size is 4.2 people

 Average length of time in the United States is 14.7 years



Early Education and Intervention 

Matters

 Brain Science 

 Language Development 

 Socio-emotional Development 

 School Readiness 

 Academic and Life Achievement 

 Parental Involvement and Advocacy 

 ROI



Literacy and Poverty Matter

 Students who do not read proficiently by third grade 
are four times more likely to drop out of high school 
than proficient readers.

 In 2011, 86% of low-income Latino students scored 
“below proficient” on a national reading test in fourth 
grade. 

 Poverty and living in poor neighborhoods appear to 
compound this risk. Fully one-third of children who are 
poor, live in neighborhoods of concentrated poverty, 
and are not reading proficiently by third grade do not 
graduate from high school on time. 



The Mott Haven Network

 A network that includes Masa, The Parent-Child 

Home Program (PCHP), and The Mott Haven Public 

Library.

 The network brought new literacy and expanded 

educational supports to children, the toddler years 

through elementary school and serves as a portal 

for families to better access available social 

services through individual case management and a 

referral process



Our approach to working with 

Immigrant Families

 Expanding the number of families that we serve 

and deepening the way in which we are able to 

serve families in our education programs through:

 Referrals

 Staff that reflects the community

 Socio-cultural approach to working with community

 Leveraging families strengths as a point of departure



Policy Recommendations

 Expanding the universe of high quality zero-to-

three programs and intervention. 

 Academic programs that support whole families.  

 Public policies that intentionally seek culturally 

specific knowledge, beliefs and practices of 

immigrant families.

 Asset-based approaches for community 

engagement.
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