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Finding Articles 
• From the library homepage, click on “Electronic Databases” or “Find Articles” to search a 

wealth of databases indexing published articles.  Below is a selected list of e-resources to use 
for your research.   

 
¾ IMPORTANT: Some of the databases include the full-text of the articles. If you don’t see an indication of full-

text click on the  option to locate a journal article electronically or print. If you are not successful try 
searching Find Electronic Journals by Title and/or the Find Books & Journal Titles in the Catalog from the library 
homepage.  See handout on finding journals for more information. 
 
• You can access these databases off-campus (at home). You must first register your ID card at 

the Circulation Desk (1st floor).  Select the database you wish to search.  You will be prompted 
to type in your library number located on the front of your ID card. 

 
• Academic Search 

Premier  
• MasterFILE Premier 
• CQ Researcher 

• Opposing Viewpoints 
• Ethnic NewsWatch 
• Lexis/Nexis 
• Health Source 

• Health Reference 
• Custom Newspapers 
• Social Science Journals

 

Useful Reference Books 
Encyclopedia of Drugs, Alcohol & Addictive Behavior 
HV5804 . E53 2001 
 
Encyclopedia of Drugs and Alcohol 
HV5804 . E53 1995 
 
Drug Abuse Sourcebook 
HV5801 .D724 2000 

Prevalence of substance use among racial and ethnic 
subgroups in the United States, 1991-1993. 
HV5824.E85 P73 1998 
 
National Household Survey on Drug Abuse  
Print:  HV5825 .N363 
Online: http://oas.samhsa.gov/ 

 

Useful Terms 
Drug abuse 
Substance abuse 
Surveillance 
Drug traffic 
Drug trafficking 
Criminal justice policy 
Criminal investigation 
Law enforcement 

Narcotics 
Drugs 
Heroin 
Marijuana/Marihuana 
Cocaine 
Crack 
 

Addiction  
Treatment programs 
Rehabilitation 
Laws 
Legislation 
Policy 
Prosecution 
Undercover operations 

Library Website:  http://library.lehman.cuny.edu



 Finding Books  
1. Click on Find Books & Journal Titles in the Catalog from the homepage  
2. The catalog will default to Lehman College if you access it on campus.  When you access the 

catalog from home, click on “Select Individual CUNY Libraries” to select Lehman. 
3. You have two search options Keyword or Browse 

a. Keyword (Use this option to search for two or three terms. For more advanced 
searching use GUIDED SEARCH) 

i. Use AND to narrow your search 
1. Example – narcotics AND laws 

ii. Use OR to broaden a search 
1. Example – narcotics OR drugs 

iii. Use * (asterisk) or? (Question mark) to truncate a term 
1. Example - politic* (searches for politics, political, politician) 

b. Browse (Use this search option if you know what you are looking for) 
i. Title – If a title begins with A, AN, or THE leave it out and begin with the next 

word 
1. Example – Crack, powder cocaine, and heroin 

ii. Author – Search last name first 
1. Example – Okihiro, Gary 

iii. Subject – Searching for information about someone or a general topic 
1. Example – drug traffic 
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Call Number Floor Guide 
Match the First Letter of the Call 

Number and Read Across 
A, B, C, D 2 South 
E, F 2 North 
G – GV* 3 North 
GV* 1580-1829 2 North (Fine Arts) 
H, J 3 North 
K 3 South 
L  Bsmt North (Educ.) 
M, N 2 North (Fine Arts) 
P  3 North 
Q, R, S, T 3 South 
U, V, Z 2 North 
Doc 1 Ask Reference 

SEARCHING for 
BOOKS 

 
KEYWORD SEARCHING

Use to search for broad terms.  
Examples:  
Minorities and politic* 
Hispanic* and education 
 

BROWSE SEARCHING 
TITLE to search for a title of a 
book or journal 
Examples: 
Color of Water 
Race and Ethnic Relations 
 
AUTHOR to search for books 
written by the author 
Example: Hemingway Ernest 
 
SUBJECT to search for books 
about a person 
Example:  Powell Adam Clayton
 

Use this the 
Call Number Guide
to determine where a 
book is located in the 

library. 



USE A DATABASE TO LOCATE ARTICLES ON A TOPIC.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DOING THE SEARCH
 
Type in your terms on the 
line(s) given.   
¾ Use AND to narrow your 
search 
¾ Use OR to expand your 
search 
 
TOO MANY HITS? Try changing 
the default fields. Suggestions: 
- title, subjects, abstract 
 
 
Use the limiters for peer 
reviewed journals, specific 
journal title, date(s) or full-text 
articles only. 
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3



 

MORE SEARCH 
TERM IDEAS. 

 
Review the subject 
terms and author 
supplied keywords for 
other terms to search. 
 
ABSTRACT provides a 
brief summary of the 
entire article.  This is 
helpful when trying to 
select relevant articles. 

View the article if available 
online.  Be mindful of the 
type of article e.g. op-ed, 
study; interview, editorial, 
etc. 
 
REMINDER: You may find 
that only part of the article 
is relevant to your paper. 
 
IDEA - Check the 
references/works cited for 
other useful articles or 
books. 
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