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From the

New Lehman Child Care Center 
Will Double Enrollment Capacity

The new modular facility is being build off campus and is planned to open in Spring 2012. It will have 
skylights, a natural ventilation system, vertical gardens, and many other green features. 

Children, families, students, and staff of 
the Lehman College Child Care Center 
joined friends and distinguished guests at 

a ground-breaking ceremony September 20 for 
a new child care facility. Among the speakers 
were President Ricardo R. FernÆndez, Vice 
President for Student Affairs Jose Magdaleno, 
Congressman Eliot Engel, New York State 
Senator Gustavo Rivera, CUNY Executive 
Vice Chancellor Allan H. Dobrin, and CUNY 
Vice Chancellor for Facilities Planning, 
Construction, and Management Iris Weinshall.  

The Center�s class of four-year-olds wore 
construction hats and wielded in�atable 
hammers as they performed the �Carpenter�s 
Song� for the audience.  

The new facility will have six classrooms, a 
multipurpose room, an outdoor playground, 
terraces designed to grow greenery, an atrium 

with an open stairway, and skylights 
offering a natural ventilation system, 
among its many green features. The new 
building will allow the Center to double 
its enrollment to serve 140 children for all 
day and after school programs. 

�Our students have told us again 
and again how important it is to their 
academic success to have convenient, 
high-quality child care on campus,� said 
Vice President Magdaleno. �We�re very 
pleased and happy to see this dream for a 
wonderful new facility come true.� 

The $6.3 million new Center will be 
located along Goulden Avenue, between 
Shuster Hall and Davis Hall. The building 
was designed by the Brooklyn �rm of 
Garrison architects. It is expected to open 
in the Spring.



After a rigorous recruitment process, 
23 of 114 applicants were selected 
to join the Student Affairs� Peer 

Educator Program. The new Peers 
shared their enthusiasm at a day-long 
retreat �lled with workshops and team-
building activities. To commemorate 
the National Day of Service on 
September 10, they participated in the 
annual Lehman College Fun Run/Walk. 
Theirs was the largest team registered, 

Peer Educators Begin Year of Service

The Division of Student Affairs welcomes its 2011-2012 team of Peer Educators.

‘Turtles’ Class Sings at 9/11 Commemoration

and Peer Educator Emmanuel Obeney 
placed second in the race. 

College service is an essential 
component of the program, and 
this year�s Peers are in the process of 
identifying their upcoming service 
projects. 

For more information, contact  
Racquel Smith, Peer Educator 
Coordinator at (718) 960-7411 or 
racquel.smith@lehman.cuny.edu.
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The entire College honored 
families and friends who lost 
loved ones ten years ago in 

the attack on New York�s World 
Trade Center and other tragic 
events that occurred on that 
fateful day. The commemoration 
ceremony on campus included a 
rendition of the Michael Jackson 
song �You Are Not Alone� sung 
by the �Turtles� Class� of four 
year olds from the Lehman 
College Child Care Center. The 
class is shown here with Olga Spearman, Head Teacher and Assistant 
Director of the Center, and Rafaelina Vargas, Assistant Teacher. 

Getting Personal at 
the Lehman College 
Counseling Center

The Counseling Center has a 
new Director, Norma I. Cofresi, 
Ph.D., and is mulling over the 

possibility of a new name, the Personal 
Counseling Center. But whatever it�s 
called, staff and students alike are 
excited about this year�s  programs. 

They include:

“Relax and Renew,” Fridays 
at 2 pm, yoga sessions 
taught by Valerie Baker, 
L.C.M.H., a certi�ed yoga 
instructor. 

“Worry Less,” Tuesdays at 
5:30, on anxiety-reduction 
techniques, taught by Shaina 
Siber-Sanderowitz. 

“Smile More,” on 
Wednesdays. Postdoc Fellow 
Stephanie English, Ph.D., 
helps students understand 
and relieve depressive 

feelings. Dr. English also serves as GLBT 
Training and Outreach Counselor. If 
you are interested in Safe Zone Training 
for your organization, staff, or class, 
call the Center at (718) 960-8761. 

Special Elections  
Increase Senators in 
Student Government

More than 300 students took part in 
Special Elections for the Student 
Government Association and the 

College Senate held on September 26-
27. Elected to the Senate were: Animat 
Adebayo, Taofeqat Alli, Pedro Diaz, Kou 
Dokie,Frantz Enama, Anthony Green, 
Kerri-Ann Mchayle-Henry, Julissa Lora, 
Vanessa Morales, Leslie Morones, Stella 
Okure, Michael Olivencia, Rosy Perez, 
Debora Otun, Miguel Randon, Yafreici 
Peralta, Dorothy Williams-Wallen, 
Chigozirim Uwaga, Taranceca Williams, 
and Rebecca Varillas. Elected to Student 
Government Association of�ces were: 
Salimah Ross as Community Activities 
Programmer, Rupert Marin as Research 
Planner, Jesenia Morales as Financial 
Planner, Joanna Gomez as Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, and Christopher 
Chavez as Communications Of�cer.




