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From the

Lehman volunteers work on projects 
in New Orleans, Dominican Republic

Lehman student volunteers (l-r) Lexsy Davy, Shomari Brown and Sailu Bah mix cement for a new home  
in the Dominican Republic. Students also worked as volunteers in New Orleans—and a group will return 
next month to Kenya for the third time to work on education and housing projects. 

Thirty-two participants in Lehman L.I.F.E�s 
Alternative Spring Break program traveled 
to New Orleans and the Dominican 

Republic to work as volunteers on building 
projects. In New Orleans they joined a team 
of Habitat for Humanity home-builders in the 
Upper Ninth Ward, an area hard hit by the 
hurricane Katrina. In the Dominican Republic, 
they worked on a building project in the 
province of San Juan.  

In June, eight Lehman volunteers will go 
to Kenya to continue their work over the past 
three years with Cross-Cultural Thresholds, 
a group that is building schools and creating 
educational workshops in Kibera, near Nairobi 
(see also the Child Care Center story on page 3). 

The Lehman L.I.F.E. program embodies 
the spirit of Governor Herbert H. Lehman, 

Students (l-r) Abel Gomez, Jennifer Henriquez, 
Kevin Nieves and Estefania Moreno worked with 
Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans.

who throughout his life emphasized the 
importance of philanthropy, volunteerism 
and community service.



A 
diverse group including Lehman 
athletes, members of the student 
government and club presidents 

participated in the Spring Leadership 
Weekend held at the Edith Macy 
Conference Center.

The theme of the weekend was based 
on Kouzes and Posner�s program called 
�5 Practices of Exemplary Leadership.� 
Workshops included: �True Colors� 
(identifying individual styles of 
leadership), �Dining Etiquette,� 
�Leadership and Service,� �Steps to 
Lead,� �Implementing the 5 Practices 
on Campus,� and a leadership dialogue 
with the Vice President for Student 
Affairs Jose Magdaleno, Vice President 
for Technology Ronald Bergmann and 
Associate Provost Robert Whittaker.

The students returned to campus 
enthusiastic and ready to implement 
new ideas. One, for example, has 
already been rolled out. It is �Lehman 
Spirit Thursdays.� Students who 
attended the weekend have started 
wearing Lehman College gear every 
Thursday to increase school spirit.  

The Herbert H. Lehman Center for 
Student Leadership Development  
offers leadership training sessions, 
mentoring, and workshops on 
writing  and presenting speeches. 
Any student who is interested in 
joining the Center or attending a 
Leadership Weekend should stop by the 
Student Life Building, Room 219�or 
contact Suzette Ramsundar (suzette.
ramsundar@lehman.cuny.edu) or call 
(718) 960-8873.

Leadership Weekend Sparks School Spirit

Fired up and ready to lead. Student athletes, club presidents and student government 
mfbefst po uifjs ûobm ebz pg Mfbefstijq Xfflfoe bgufs usbjojoh jo ï6 Qsbdujdft pg Fyfnqmbsz 
Leadership.”

African Student Association club member 
Amarachi Irozuru, above, shares plans for an 
event to build school spirit.
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Lehman Student Is Woman Veteran of the Year

Social Work major and Army veteran 
Dorcedous Davis received the 2011 
Woman Veteran of the Year Award 

along with citations from Congressman 
Charles Rangle, City Councilwoman 
Inez B. Dickens, and Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

A former Army specialist who 
drilled with reserve units from the 
Bronx and served as a Combat Medic, 
she was among those honored at the 
�Celebration of Women in the Military 
and Community,� held on March 24 
during Women�s History Month.

Davis was recognized for her 
dedication to helping veterans and 
their dependents obtain the required 
documentation for veteran�s bene�ts. 
She serves the veterans� community 
in many capacities: as a member of 
Lehman�s own Legion of Veterans Club, 
as a chaplain with the 715th VA of 
Brooklyn, as a public relations of�cer 
for the American Legion�s Charles 
Young Post 398  in Harlem, and as a 
member of the NABVETS and Women 
in the Military Women chapter in 

the Bronx. Davis started a Veterans 
and Family Committee at the Mid-
Manhattan branch of the NAACP. She�s 
Vice President of the newly formed 
Veteran Action Group, which works 
with veterans� families and school 
programs, and she�s active with the First 
Baptist Church of Central Harlem.

Davis was a recent guest on a Dr. Oz 
TV show segment on female veterans, 
PTSD, homelessness, and sexual assault 
in the military. The program aired in 
April.

Davis was honored for her commitment and 
service to New York City’s large and growing 
community of veterans of the Armed Forces.




