HIST 225

ﬁ I_ E H M A N Dominican History

COLLEGE Department of Latin American and
Latino Studies

Syllabus — Spring 2024
Course and Instructor Information
Course Title: LAC 225/HIS 225/LEH 354 Dominican History I
Format: Hybrid: Online & In Person
Professor: Glorimarie Pefa Alicea

Email: glorimarie.pena_alicea@lehman.cuny.edu

Classroom:
Ofice Hours: Mon & Wed. 2:30-3:30pm
online by appointment

Course Description

The historian Frank Moya Pons introduces the third edition of his book The Dominican Republic.
A National History (2010) proposing that the Dominican Republic is one of the least studied
countries in the Latin America and Caribbean regions. This idea could be opposed to how in the
present and in a globalized world, people consumes the Dominican culture through social media
(Instagram and Tik Tok), sports (Baseball), and music (bachata and dembow). Although the
Dominican Republic is now recognized across the world, do we really understand the
complexities of the Dominican Republic, the first nation of the so called “New World”?

This course focuses on key historical events that conforms the history, culture and society of the
country from the Taino’s Society (1492) until the first occupation of the Dominican Republic and
the Rise of Trujillo (1930).

Course Objectives

» Gather knowledge about the Hispaniola and the Dominican Republic from the late 15"
Century to the early 20" Century.

* Understand the historical, social, economic, and geo-political processes that have shaped
modern-day Dominican Society and Culture.

* Developing and expanding the critical thinking through the class discussion, oral
presentations, and writing exercises.

= Work with traditional sources of information and modern sources such as social


mailto:glorimarie.pena_alicea@lehman.cuny.edu

networks, music, literature, comics, and Al (Chat GPT).

CUNY Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

The CUNY Academic Integrity Policy reads as follows:

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person's ideas, research or writings as your own. The
following are some examples of plagiarism, but by no means is it an exhaustive list: Copying
another person's actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes attributing the
words to their source. Presenting another person's ideas or theories in your own words without
acknowledging the source. Using information that is not common knowledge without
acknowledging the source. It is also plagiarism to copy the work of your peers in the Discussion
Board.

The CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity also reads:

A faculty member who suspects that a student has committed a violation of the CUNY or the
college Academic Integrity Policy shall review with the student the facts and circumstances of
the suspected violation whenever possible. The decision whether to seek an academic sanction
only, rather than a disciplinary sanction or both types of sanctions, will rest with the faculty
member in the first instance, but the college retains the right to bring disciplinary charges against
the student.

For further information about CUNY Academic Integrity go to:
http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf

The Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) and the Science Learning Center (SLC)

The Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) and the Science Learning Center (SLC) are two of
the tutoring centers on campus. The ACE provides appointment-based and drop-in tutoring in the
humanities, social sciences, and writing, as well as general writing and academic skills
workshops. The SC provides drop-in tutoring for natural science courses. To obtain more
information about the ACE and the SLC, please visit their website at
http://www.lehman.edu/issp, or please call the ACE at 718-960-8175, and the SLC at 718-960-
7707.

Course Requirements

We will be using my book The Dominican Imaginary: Surveying the Landscape of Race and
Nation in Hispaniola, Rutgers University Press, 2016. You can purchase the book at the Lehman
Bookstore. You can also check at Amazons for cheaper prices. There is also copies of the book
at the Lehman Library Reserved Desk. If you have a New York Public Library Card, you can
upload the book. Other reading materials will be posted in Blackboard.


http://www.lehman.edu/provost/documents/academic-integrity.pdf
http://www.lehman.edu/issp

Course Requirements and Evaluation Criteria

Course Components Weight Summary of Course Components:
Active Participation 15%
Weekly Discussion Board 15%
Reflexive Journals (x5) 10%
Presentation 10%
Midterm Exam 20%
Project Proposal 10%
Final Project 20%
100%
Active Participation

Students are expected to participate in all class meetings (online and in person). Since this course
only meets six times in person during the semester, after the third unexcused absence, the
instructor will decide how this is affecting your participation and your final grade will be
lowered.

Criteria for class participation are:

- Reading and preparing the work for class as determined by the instructor.
- Actively participating in class activities by making comments, asking questions, showing
enthusiasm in activities.
Discussions will give you the tools to understand the texts we will work on, but also the tools to

improve your writing skills and fulfill the written assignments.

Weekly Discussion Board

Each week (with the exception of the week of Midterm and the week of Finals), students are
required to participate in online discussions related to the learning modules by responding to the
questions posted in the Discussion Board by the instructor and commenting on 2 classmates’
responses. Online Discussions aim to fulfill several objectives: help students improve analytical
skills, learn from the ideas of others, broaden our understanding of the topics explored, and



create and foster an online community. Please note that discussion responses are worth 15%
of your final grade.

Discussion Response Guidelines:

Individual responses should be between 200- 250 words (about 1 page double-spaced) and
responses to classmates’ posts should be around 50 words each. Be sure to cite one of the
weekly texts or films. Optionally, you may wish to cite other sources, such as press articles and
academic journals to bolster your own ideas, make comparisons, question and/or relate a topic or
idea to the ideas of others and current events. If you make use others’ ideas, you must refer to
these source(s). Be sure to use the Chicago Manual of Style:
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html? _ga=2.67204564.499740680.1706036842-
1225708622.1706036842 or other citation guides, such as MLA. Initial responses are on
Mondays and responses to classmates’ posts are due on Fridays at 11:59pm.

Reflexive Journals

Students will complete a total of 5 reflexive journals (1 page). Students will be free to choose to
write their reflection about the module of the preference. This reflection must be turned in on
Friday before the module discussion.

Presentation

In pairs, students will give a 15 minutes oral presentation throughout the semester. This
presentation will focus on the modules readings.

Midterm Exam

The midterm exam will consist of three questions. Students will choose one of them and will
have one week to write an essay and complete the exam by themselves.

Final Project

Students will develop a final project (documentary, essay, podcast, Tik Tok, performance, play,
etc.) addressing any topic related to the History of The Dominican Republic from the late 151
Century to the early 20" Century. The project proposal should include:

» Title (Main Topic)

* Proposal o Main Idea

* Abstract (100-200 words)
e Plan of action

* Bibliography (MLA)


https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html?_ga=2.67204564.499740680.1706036842-1225708622.1706036842
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Course Schedule
(Subject to change)

Week 1 (January 26th): Introduction to the Course (In person)
1. What is History? EH Carr
2. The Dominican Republic. A National History Frank Moya Pons (Introduction)

Discussion Board #1 What is History? 250-500 words
Course Expectations 100 words

Week 2 (February 2nd): Tainos and Europeans: The Beginnings of the “New World” (In
person)
1. Frank Moya Pons, The Dominican Republic: A National History.
2. Diario de Colon/ Christopher Columbus’ Journal
3. “The People Who Greeted Columbus”, Irving Rouse in The Dominican Republic Reader
pp.-11-16.
4. Religion of the Taino People, Ramon Pané in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.17-24.

Digital Intervention: Pueblo Arawako Karibefio (Instagram: Tainostudies)
Discussion Board #2 Discovery or Colonization? 250-500 words
Presentation #1

Week 3 (February 9th): Blackness and Slavery (In person)

1. Founding Santo Domingo in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.40-41.
Criminals as Kings in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.50-51
The Slave Problem in Santo Domingo in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.65
The Genesis of Blackness in The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 4-5
The Spreading of Blackness: The Fall of the Plantation in 7he Dominican Republic
Reader pp. 8-10
6. Lemba and the Maroons of Hispaniola in The Dominican Republic Reader p.66-67

el

Digital Intervention: Junta de Prietas: 12 de octubre: Nada que Celebrar

Discussion Board #3
Presentation #2

Week 4 (February 16th): Pirates and Buccaneers (Online)
1. Francis Drake Sails Around the World
2. Francis Drake’s Sacking of Santo Domingo pp.68-72 in The Dominican Republic Reader
3. Francis Drake’s Sack of Santo Domingo: A Case of Terrorism?

Discussion Board #4
Presentation #3


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiwEwSdKh0c&pp=ygURc2lyIGZyYW5jaXMgZHJha2U%3D
https://sites.utexas.edu/culturescontexts/2014/03/28/francis-drakes-sack-of-santo-domingo-a-case-of-terrorism/#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DDrake%27s%20men%20took%20the%20city%2Cmonasteries%20to%20extort%20a%20ransom

Week 5 (February 23rd) The Haitian Revolution (Online)
1. The Haitian Revolution, The Dominican Republic. A National History pp.91-98.
2. The Haitian Revolution, The Caribbean. A History of the Region and Its People pp. 273-
289.
3. Toussaint’s Conquests in The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 118-121

Discussion Board #5
Presentation #4

Week 6 (March 1*') Haiti in the DR and Independence (Online)
1. The Haitian Domination, The Dominican Republic. A National History pp.117-138

2. Separation from Haiti and Independence, The Dominican Republic. A National History
pp.143-143

Discussion Board #6
Presentation #5

Week 7 (March 8™) Caudillos and Annexation Desires (Online)

1. The Caudillo of the South, Buenaventura Baez in The Dominican Republic Reader
pp.146

2. Inthe Army Camp at Bermejo, Pedro Francisco Bon6 in The Dominican Republic Reader
pp-149

3. The War of the Restoration, Carlos Vargas in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.154

4. Spanish Recolonization: A Postmortem, US Commission of Inquiry to Santo Domingo in
The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 156

5. Making the Case for US Annexation, Ulysses S. Grant in The Dominican Republic
Reader pp.158

6. Dominican Support for Annexation, US Commission of Inquiry to Santo Domingo in The
Dominican Republic Reader pp.161

7. Opposition to US Annexation, Justin S. Morrill in The Dominican Republic Reader

pp.169
8. Ulises "Lilis" Heureaux, Américo Lugo in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.183

Discussion Board #7
Presentation #6

Week 8 (March 15™) Midterm Exam and Proposal (Asynchronous)

Week 9 (March 22th) The Dominican Republic as an U.S. Protectorate? (Online)
1. Towards a US Protectorate, The Dominican Republic. A National History pp.279-295

Discussion Board #8
Presentation #7

Week 10 (March 29™) No Class



Week 11 (April 5™) Juan Isidro Jimenes and the USA
1. The Collapse of Sovereignty, The Dominican Republic. A National History pp. 305-312.

Discussion Board #9
Presentation #8

Week 12 (April 12™) The Idea of the Nation I

1. Street People and Godparents, Luis Emilio Gomez Alfau in The Dominican Republic
Reader pp. 193

2. From Paris to Santo Domingo, Francisco Moscoso Puello in The Dominican Republic
Reader pp. 195

3. Public Enemies: The Revolutionary and the Pig, Emiliano Tejera in The Dominican
Republic Reader pp. 201

4. The "Master of Décimas," Juan Antonio Alix in The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 205

5. Barriers to Progress: Revolutions, Diseases, Holidays, and Cockfights, Pedro Francisco
Bono in The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 209

Discussion Board #10
Presentation #9

Week 13(April 19'") The Idea of the Nation II (In Person)

1. Food, Race, and Nation, Lauren Derby in The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 212
Tobacco to the Rescue, Pedro Francisco Bon6 in The Dominican Republic Reader pp.215
Patrons, Peasants, and Tobacco, Michiel Baud in The Dominican Republic Reader pp 217
Salomé, Salomé Urena de Henriquez in TheDominican Republic Reader pp. 225
The Case for Commerce, 1907, Dominican Department of Promotion
and Public Works in The Dominican Republic Reader pp. 231

AN

Presentation #10

Week 14 April 26™) No Class

Week 15 (May 3™) Final Projects Presentations (In person)

Week 16 (May 10" Final Projects Presentations (In person)
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